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Sunday, February 11, 2018 

 

Who is My Neighbor? Part 1 
 

A reader of our White Raiment Evangelism Blogs and some of our books has posed two extremely 

important questions to us. 1) Who is my neighbor, and 2) What did Jesus mean when He told us to love 

one another? (Not his exact wording.) Implied in question 2 is: Who is the ‘one another’ from Jesus’ 

command to ‘love one another’? Is it the same thing as ‘who is my neighbor?’ or does it mean 

something else? We will deal with this one in another blog article as God permits, because it requires 

more study to nail it down thoroughly, and we don’t want to make this article you are reading now too 

long or too complex. We are withholding this person’s name to respect their privacy, but we want to 

personally thank them for posing this question! Thanks!  

 

Why are we writing up these questions and answers in our blog?  
Because we believe these questions and their answers are vitally important to everyone’s soul! The 

answers to these questions would greatly bless those who read it, if they would accept it, maybe even 

saving them, not just blessing the person who posed these questions! There may be someone out 

there who just doesn’t get it yet. And we want everyone to get it. We believe that many people out there 

don’t know the importance of the answer to this question, ‘who is my neighbor?’, and how it’s answer 

should guide their life; to know what to do about it, or is it just a theory to them? We hope and pray that 

this article will help everyone who reads it to know and understand the answer to this question. We 

hope and pray that you, dear reader, will understand what the Bible is teaching you here, and that 

you will accept it, so that you can receive the blessings of God, for now and for all eternity. Amen. Let 

it be so!  

 

The answer to this question is so important, we feel compelled out of love for our readers to tell 

them, so we must write this article! This question is SO fundamental to Christianity, but many people 

just don’t get it, or they don’t fully understand who their neighbor is, or what their responsibilities for 

their neighbor are, according to the Bible. Some of you may have an idea where we are going with this, 

but we want to lay it out in some detail here, so that everyone can understand. 

 

This is such an important topic! The answer to this question separates the wheat from the chaff; it 

separates the wheat from the tares. It separates those who love God from those who love Him not, or 
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but little. Prayerfully, carefully consider all the words in this article. You may have to get down on your 

knees often in prayer over this, that you may be where God wants you to be on this.  

 

For many of the texts regarding the wheat and the tares and the chaff, read: Matthew 13:24-30; 

3:11-12. Luke 3:16-17; Psalms 1:1-4; 83:13-18; Isaiah 5:1-30; 41:10:-20; Jeremiah 23:28-29; 

Zephaniah 2:1-3; Malachi 4:1-3.   

  

This question, ‘Who is my neighbor?’ is one of the most important and fundamental 

questions in Christianity that you can ask!  
We can’t really think of a more important question than this except the questions: ‘How do we love our 

neighbor as ourselves?’, and ‘How do we love the Lord our God with all of our heart, mind and soul?’ 

(But we will not deal with this later question here, only ‘Who is My Neighbor?’ And we think, as you go 

through this article with its texts from the Bible that we will show you, that you will also understand the 

answer to the question, ‘How do we love our neighbor as ourselves?’) 

 

How do we know why this question, ‘Who is my neighbor?’ is so important?  
Because God has revealed it in His word. We don’t want anyone to be ignorant of the answer to this 
question! We didn’t used to know this like we know it now, but the importance of this has been greatly 
impressed on us. We don’t wish to be labeled by God, as one Christian writer wrote it that we greatly 
admire, as a ‘cumberer of the ground’. We don’t want Jesus to say about us, ‘Cut it down! Why does it 
even take up the ground?’ “He [Jesus] spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of 
his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; 
why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall 
dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.” Luke 
13:6-9 KJV. Jesus also said, “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.” Matthew 7:19 NASB. What are the fruits that Jesus is expecting from His vineyard or His people? 
Hint: 1 John 4:7-8.  
 

Apparently the Jews of Jesus day were discussing the answer to this question too, 

because one of them posed it to Jesus.  
We think that they already knew the answer, but didn’t like it, and were seeking for a way out, that they 

might evade the condemnation of God. Isn’t that at the heart of every false religion – seeking for a way 

out other than the one God has stated? They were under a heavy load of guilt, because the Spirit of 

God had revealed to them that they were transgressors of His Law of Love, in the answer to this 

question. But Jesus didn’t make it any easier on them. They probably thought that they had entrapped 

Jesus, in making Him say that one of the 10 commandments were more important than the others. Or 

who their neighbor was. If the legalist could figure out the answer to this question, they reasoned, they 

might have peace after all. But Jesus’ answer revealed to them that no one who is obeying God can 

ignore the needs of their neighbor! – Jesus even tells them who their neighbor is! But we are getting 

ahead of ourselves here. We will get to this question by the Jews and Jesus’ answer to them shortly.  

 
* Note the lesson to be learned from all of this is when God reveals something to you in His Holy Bible 

or through the Holy Spirit whispering to your heart, don’t ask what your family thinks about it, don’t 
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ask what your co-workers think about it, and don’t ask what your pastor thinks about it. The only thing 

that matters to you in the end is what God thinks about it. Get your witness from God, not from men. 

Don’t be like those who were trying to argue with themselves and possibly with Jesus of who their 

neighbor was, or who they should help. In your heart you probably know who your neighbor is already, 

and whatever else God is telling you from His Holy Bible. Please don’t question it! Just ask God for help to 

do it and do it. 

 

Now back to our article. 

 

At the heart of this question is whether we really need to keep all of God’s 
commandments or not.  
A lawyer asked Jesus this question: 
 

“But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were 
gathered together. Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, 
and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Matthew 22:34-
40 KJV.  

 

The lawyer was asking Jesus what is the great commandment of the Law?  
Jesus answers His question with two commandments instead of one. Without going into detail here or 

trying to prove it, the first commandment of loving God supremely is number one in importance, but it 

leads to the second one, which is to love your neighbor as yourself. You can’t do one without doing the 

other, they are integrally tied together! And these are both a summary of the 10 Commandments of 

Exodus 20. If you keep both of these two great commandments you are keeping all of the 10 

commandments! See Romans 13:9 for more on this. That is why John said that one who doesn’t love His 

brother does not know God; (or love God either, which John implies). “We know that we have passed 

out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.” 1 John 

3:14 NASB. “Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.” 1 John 

3:18 NASB. John also declared: “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” 1 

John 4:8 NASB. What does this have to do with the text in Matthew 22? It has everything to do with it! 

Jesus summarized the 10 Commandments into two great commandments: 1) To love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and all your mind and all your soul, and 2) To love your neighbor as yourself. If you 

don’t love God supremely or your neighbor as yourself, you are not keeping the 10 Commandments, 

regardless of your belief or your profession. Jesus was quoting from Deuteronomy 11:13, 22; 13:3 and 

Leviticus 19:3 here, thus showing His respect for the Law, and Moses’ writings. This Jewish lawyer 

could have nothing to say against Jesus, for if he did, he would have been going against the law he 

professed to believe in! It’s always best and safest to stick with the word of God, and not state human 

opinion on any matters regarding eternal life! You can never go wrong if you do this. This is what Jesus 

always did: ‘Thus saith the Lord’ or ‘It is written,’ even though He didn’t always prefix what He said with 

these two expressions. His entire teaching was rooted and grounded firmly in what God had already 

revealed in the Old Testament, but He breathed new life into what people thought it meant, and He 

explained the will of God more clearly then what had been revealed before, so that no one could fail in 
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understanding. That is why He is called ‘the Word of God’ ‘made flesh.’ John 1:-5, 10-14. And ‘God with 

us.’ Matthew 1:23. It is important for you to understand here that the words that Jesus spoke here, 

were not His own but Him who sent Him, the Father. Jesus said, “For I did not speak on My own 

initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and 

what to speak. I know that His commandment [the Father’s commandment] is eternal life; therefore 

the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me." John 12:49-50 NASB. Therefore there is no 

difference between God’s commandments (in the Old Testament) and Jesus’ commandments (in the 

New Testament of the Bible), they are the same, because Jesus and His Father are one! John 10:30. 

 

But wait a minute! There is another version of these two great commandments recorded by Dr. Luke 
that reads like this: 
 

“And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?" And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?" And 
he answered, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR 

AS YOURSELF." And He said to him, "You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL 

LIVE." But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied 
and said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they 
stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. And by chance a priest was 
going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a 
Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 
and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him 
on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. On the next day he took out 
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, when I return I will repay you.' Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" And he said, "The one who showed 
mercy toward him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same."” Luke 10:25-37 NASB.  

  

Who does Jesus say was the neighbor here?  
Was it the priest? No. Was it the Levite? No. It was the unclean foreigner, a Samaritan, a sinner who 
helped the fallen man left for dead by the robbers! Notice that the Jewish Lawyer didn’t even say the 
race of the one who helped the wounded man, ‘a Samaritan!’ It has been said that there was much 
religious bigotry between these two races, and it was likely we think, that the wounded man was a Jew, 
because Jesus’ said, ‘a man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.’ Why did the Priest and the 
Levite pass the wounded man by? Because it would have been greatly inconvenient for them! In the 
law of Moses, if one came in contact with the dead or the unclean in any way or any uncleanness, 
especially for a Priest or a Levite, they became ritually impure and could not take part in their religious 
obligations, until their uncleanness period had passed and they washed themselves (probably in most 
cases). They may have felt embarrassed if this were to happen, so they sought to avoid becoming ritually 
impure, rather than having compassion on the man left for dead by the robbers. And in some cases, it 
required a purification ritual to cleanse them! See Leviticus 5:2-3 and other places in the law of Moses. 
So it was a lot of trouble, and greatly inconvenient to them to help their own countryman. Sound 
familiar? How many times have we driven by someone who had a car that was stopped along the road 
that we might have helped? We could have at least asked them if they needed help, but because we 
were in a hurry going to work, to church or somewhere else important, we didn’t take the time to help 
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them. The wounded man may have appeared to be dead or almost dead, Jesus didn’t say for sure on 
this. These men probably thought that their jobs were too important for them to stoop and help one 
of their own countrymen, and become ritually impure! Or they were just in a hurry? … Or maybe they 
were afraid the robbers were still around? Who knows? But they refused to help and sought to evade 
their responsibility to help, in what in all probability, was one of their own countryman. But notice the 
lawyer’s response to Jesus before Jesus gave him the story of the good Samaritan: “But wishing to 
justify himself, he said to Jesus: ‘And who is my neighbor?’” This was something this lawyer probably 
greatly wanted to know. Perhaps he did not have peace on this subject himself. It seems like his 
conscience was bothering him about it. He was probably hoping that Jesus would clear things up, so he 
would not end up being a transgressor of God’s Law, like his conscience may have been telling him he 
was. 
 
We could stop right here with this text and the analysis above, for nothing else really needs to be said 
after this. What is there to say after Jesus gave the answer to this question? There is really nothing else 
that needs to be said. But we will still explore this further so that everyone reading this blog can 
understand it better, and hopefully fully get what Jesus was saying. We want to pair this up with other 
Bible passages to flesh it out, give it life, and break it down, so that all may understand this teaching 
fully.  
 

Your neighbor is whoever needs your help! 
The answer to that question, which the lawyer asked Jesus, ‘Who is my neighbor?” is - your neighbor 

is whoever needs your help, that you have the opportunity, the ability and the resources to help. It 

also includes all you don’t even know yet, that you haven’t even met! Paul said, “I am debtor both to 

the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am 

ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Romans 1:14-15 KJV. Who was Paul’s 

neighbor here? Paul states it: the Greeks, the Barbarians and the Romans! I.e. Paul’s neighbor was the 

world – all the people he could preach God’s love too! There was a cost to Paul to love his neighbor as 

himself, but he didn’t mind we think, because of his great love for God. He was raised up by God as a 

messenger of His love to the Gentiles! You and I probably have much to thank God for in sending Paul, 

his trainees and other workers to the Gentiles. I know that I do! Acts 13:44-48; Galatians 2:-2, 7-10. 

What would have happened to us if Paul hadn’t loved his neighbor as himself, people he hadn’t even 

met, among the Gentiles (that’s us)? Think about that.  

 

We all have been given talents, skills and gifts and a way of some kind that we can provide a 
livelihood for ourselves. Matthew 25:14-30. But we need to think not only of ourselves and our family, 
but we must also think of those in need, who are not as fortunate as ourselves. To some who have 
knowledge of the truth and the way of Salvation, they owe others who do not know how to be saved or 
know how to have a better life with God, or how they might make their peace with Him. Romans 1:14-
15. To others who have much means, they can use this to help the poor or to help finance God’s work of 
saving souls, or something…. Those who have strong backs and a willing heart can use their strength to 
help people in need. But everyone can do something, if they would! There are many things to do for the 
Master! There is no shortage of things to do! In fact, there are not nearly enough people to do the 
work that needs to be done! (Unless God vastly strengthens them, because the Lord can save by few or 
many. 1 Samuel 14:6.) “Seeing the people, He [Jesus] felt compassion for them, because they were 
distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into 
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His harvest." Matthew 9:36-38 NASB. If you feel this way then yes, pray to the Father and ask Him to 
send out laborers into the harvest, ask Him to send you! But only say this sweet thing to God if you mean 
it! Deuteronomy 23:21-23. We promise you, that if your heart is right before God when you pray this 
to Him, that you will be blessed beyond measure!  
 
Jesus promised: “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—
pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured 
to you in return.” Luke 6:38 NASB. It has been said by some that people used to try to make it look like 
the cup that they were giving was fuller with the coins in it than what it actually had. But Jesus said that 
it will be pressed down, shaken together and running over. In other words you will be getting a cup 
that is fuller than normal, more than you deserve with the blessings of God. You can’t out give God! 
What God will give in return for what you give is not a stingy blessing, but more than you actually 
deserve! I.e. running over! Is that what you want? To be blessed beyond measure? Then give, and it will 
be given to you, like Jesus said above. What blessings do you want from God? If you want to be blessed 
by God, give to others to help them - for God’s cause, because what you measure out, will be measured 
out to you again. If you measure out bad deeds, criticism and terrible things, or say terrible things 
about others behind their back, it will be measured back to you again. But if you give out blessings to 
others, then blessings will be given back to you. Some of these blessings or curses will not take place in 
this life for you, but at the judgement for the curses, or in Heaven for the blessings. If you live your life 
just for yourself or just for your family, then you may find the blessings of God stingy for yourself. What 
you measure out will be measured out to you in return.  
 

Solomon declares: “Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine 
hand to do it.” Proverbs 3:27 KJV. Let’s read this also from the New American Standard Bible: “Do not 
withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.” Proverbs 3:27 NASB. God 
doesn’t ask any more than this! Jesus said, “For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not 
always.” Matthew 26:11 KJV. You cannot help everybody in the world - there are far too many people in 
this world who need far too many things! The poor will always be there, but that doesn’t mean that you 
shouldn’t help them. But do what you can do that is within your power (and in your heart) to do, if your 
heart has received of the richness of God. You cannot do any more than that. You cannot give what you 
haven’t received. If it is not in your heart to help others, you haven’t yet received the richness of God, or 
you haven’t acknowledged it yet, which is worse. All should have something that they can give or share 
with others who are in need, or else they have nothing themselves.  
 

Whatever God has given you the ability or the resources to do which is good, do it with all your might: 
Solomon councils us: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there is no activity 
or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going.” Ecclesiastes 9:10 NASB. What is 
Sheol? It is a Hebrew word for the grave. Whatever God has put in your heart that you have the ability 
of doing, do it with all your might while you still can – before it’s too late. When you die, there is no 
further good you can do. If you feel that you need more help from God to help others or do more for Him, 
then by all means come to Him in prayer, in the quietness of your own room, away from the cares of this 
world, and make your petition known to Him, of your desire to help Him or to help someone for Him, or 
to ask Him for the gifts and resources to do it. – Or to make you more willing. We promise you that if 
your heart is clean before God through confession to Him, and if you are listening to the Holy Spirit and 
wanting to obey Him, that God will richly bless you more than you can imagine! -- If you are wanting to 
be Jesus’ disciple and to use the gifts that God gives you to bless others. Paul tells us that we can 
become a partaker with them [the Jews] ‘of the rich root of the olive tree, * * * remember that it is not 
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you who supports the root, but the root supports you.’ Romans 11:17-18 NASB. This richness is provided 
by God, through His Son Jesus Christ, to all who would want it.  
 

Jesus’ sought out the lost, He didn’t wait for the lost to seek Him out first. Matthew 18:11-14. To Jesus 

and His Father this whole world was their neighbor! We are God’s neighbor because we need His help! 

Those who love God will want to do their best, and will ask Him for His will regarding how they can serve 

Him best: how they can help their neighbors and love them as themselves; they will not seek to excuse 

themselves from doing what He wants them to do. Those who don’t care, do not know God, and He 

doesn’t know them either.  

 
We have personally witnessed people who were careless of the divine injunction concerning this. We 
believe that way too many in the Christian world are breaking this divine injunction. There is way too 
much selfishness in this world! We used to have a real problem with this too, and would still have it but 
for the grace of God, and He is still working on us; we still feel we are not doing enough! Only God can 
change the heart! If you watch or read the news you can see that this world is in very serious trouble: if 
you look at all the crime, wars, strife, and selfishness, while some in the world just need something to eat 
or drink, and have to go to bed hungry! And many are dying every day, when many are well clothed and 
well fed. And of these many people who are starving to death or dying from other things, how many of 
them know about God’s love for them, or how they might be saved and have a conscience free from 
guilt? How many of them gave their heart to the Lord? Do you see the problem?  
 

Those who don’t love their neighbor as themselves – don’t know God or Jesus His Son.  
This is very serious! Please don’t write this off, dear reader. Those who hurt in any way, injure with their 

words or actions, any person on this earth will have to answer to God for it. But we are also held 

accountable for neglect! Matthew 18:6-7, 10; Psalms 145:19; Exodus 22:21-23; Job 34:28. If anyone has 

neglected to help someone on this earth, which was within their power to do, God will hold them 

accountable for it. We are all the property of God, our creator, and He loves us all so very much! The 

world and all it contains belongs to Him. Psalms 50:7, 10-12; 1 John 4:8; John 3:16. It is because of His 

great love for us, that He bears with us when we are unkind to others, to ourselves or to Him. 2 Peter 3:9. 

God has made provision for our sins, with forgiveness and the ability to change to love our neighbor 

as ourselves. He alone can bring about this change! 

 

In the Judgement Day, it will not be well with those who have broken God’s divine injunction to love 

their neighbor as themselves, unless they have confessed these sins and repented of them! Being born 

a sinner is no excuse! God has provided a way that everyone can become more like Him and be a 

partaker of His Divine Nature. “For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 

promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world by lust.” 2 Peter 1:4 NASB. At the end of everyone’s life, of those who 

haven’t loved their neighbor as themselves, they will come up weighed in the balances and found 

wanting. “TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” Daniel 5:27 KJV. Right now 

there is still mercy, thankfully, to all who want it. But wait not until your life is over or nearly over to 

make amends. Ask God to help you to love your neighbor as yourself, then you will be able to reap the 

rewards that Jesus promised to all who would give their best for Him, to help others know God and be 

as happy as you are!  
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Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that 

day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 

and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 

you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matthew 7:21-23 KJV.  

 

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on 
His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from 
one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on 
His right, and the goats on the left.  
 
“Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you 
gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, 
and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in 
prison, and you came to Me.' Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You 
hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 'And when did we see You a 
stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, 
and come to You?' The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that 
you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'  
 
“Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal 
fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me 
nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not 
invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.' 
Then they themselves also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?' Then He will answer 
them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to Me.' These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life." Matthew 25:31-46 NASB.   

 

How can we face Jesus in the Judgement Day, if we knew that it was in our power to help those in 
need and did not do it? We will be speechless on that day, unless we make a full repentance now. Jesus 
will really hold all accountable who do not love their neighbor as themselves, even if they think they are 
keeping all of God’s commandments! All who do not love their neighbor as themselves, who claim to 
be a Christian and know God are liars, and the truth is not in them, unless they have confessed this sin 
and repented of it with God’s help. At the judgement day, all the blessings of God that He wanted to 
give to those who are lost, of the wonderful joy of serving Him and helping others, they might have 
had, but they stubbornly refused to listen to the sweet voice of the Holy Spirit. Now they must go into 
the fire prepared for the devil and his angels, like Jesus said above! But thankfully, there is still hope and 
the judgement day hasn’t happened yet! There is still hope for you, dear reader, if you find that you 
are not where God wants you to be on this issue, or you don’t have a clean record on this. If you are 
still alive you can make amends and ask God to help you to love your neighbor as yourself, that you 
enter not into the judgement as a goat, on Jesus’ left, and go not into the flames prepared for the devil 
and his angels. There is no reason for this to happen to anyone! God has made provision for all who 
want it! Just humble your heart before God today, accept His help, and let Him help and bless you! 
You will be so thankful that you did! Amen. Let it be so! 
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If someone needs your help, do not refuse them if you have the ability of helping them.  
Matthew 5:39-48. But you should pray about it too. Work while it is day, before the night cometh and no 
man can work. John 9:4. Do what you can to relieve the suffering of those in need while you still can, 
whether it be food, clothing, spiritual food or spiritual water to satisfy their hunger and thirst, or to help 
someone do something that they need help with. How can you turn your back on someone whom Jesus 
died for and loves, if it is within your power and means to be able to help them? You cannot, if you 
have tasted of the goodness of God and the good things to come. Hebrews 6:4-8. This is the reason why 
so many do not help others like they should, or they may feel guilt for not doing more (if they haven’t 
gone too far) - because they haven’t tasted of the good things of God or haven’t drank deeply enough 
from this cup. But all who are thirsty will drink from it. But there is no reason for this lack of doing more 
for God or others or for this guilt, when all who name the name of Christ on their lips, who make the 
profession that they know Him, who are not doing enough could have the richness of God in their life! – 
It’s because they haven’t yet tasted or fully tasted of the goodness of God, so they do not see the 
need or they are unable to do so or do not want to do so. So sad for them. We are sad that they are 
ignorant of the richness and blessings of God! We are so sad, because they are missing out on the best, 
most joyous experience that anyone could ever have! The selfish heart can never know real peace or 
the true joy of loving God and serving Him and helping others, unless there is a complete change made in 
them. Only God can provide this experience that brings the joy of serving Him to the soul who loves Him 
or is learning to love Him!  
 
It is humanly impossible for you to make this change in yourself. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or 
the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” Jeremiah 13:23 KJV. If 
you are accustomed to doing evil, even though your heart may be the blackest of the black, and 
stained with much sin, there is still hope for you, if you would receive God into your heart and want to 
confess your sins to Him, change, and want to obey Him.  
 
Let selfishness be banished from the hearts of all of God’s people! Oh that all would crave the richness 
of what God longs so much to give them! Just to be in God’s lovely presence, so Holy, pure, kind and 
true, is an experience that outweighs all of the treasure in this world! And out of this experience, the soul 
becomes born from above: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God.” 1 John 4:7 NASB.  
 

When you become born of God, you will not find it hard to help the needy, clothe the 
naked, feed the hungry, or to help those who are starving spiritually, for it will be your 
greatest and sweetest desire!  
You will not ask who your neighbor is, or try to excuse yourself. If you see someone in need, and you 
have the power or the means to help them, you won’t give it as second thought and just do it. You can’t 
hold someone back from helping others who has tasted of the good things of God! No you just can’t do 
it! No can do! There is a sweetness in their life, a song in their steps that spills over into their daily life 
– they just can’t help it, any more than a flower can help being a flower. They don’t make excuses, they 
pitch in and do what they can, whenever there is a need or something that needs to be done that is 
within their power to do! And they are not quick to complain when things aren’t to their liking. That joy 
that God brings makes life’s burdens and travails seem light and easy or easier to bear. Don’t let that 
crushing weight of guilt and doubt and selfishness weigh you down and take you down to the pit! God 
longs to free you from this that you might experience the true joy of giving!  
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Let selfishness be banished from the hearts of God’s people! Amen. Let them know the joy of knowing 

the Lord and putting their trust in Him, then their salvation will spring forth as the dew of the morning!  

 

“Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth 

open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD 

have created it.” Isaiah 45:8 KJV.   

 

May the grace of God be with you as you decide if you want to love your neighbor as yourself. We 

hope and pray that you will not withhold from yourself this wonderful blessing that will keep on giving 

to you, from now until eternity! If you do this, you will know that Jesus and His Father will be happy 

with you, and their love will sustain you, because you will be developing a character like Them, who 

love you so much! 

 

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 

will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.’” John 14:23 NASB. 

   

Devotional Song: There’s a new song in my heart: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwfkEgbf2So 
 

This article is an answer to a question posed by one of the readers of our White Raiment 

Evangelism Blog and books: What did Jesus mean when he said that we were to love one 

another? Read Part 2 of this article, “Who is My Neighbor? Part 2”, to get both of the answers 

to our reader’s question. 
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