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Saturday, March 25, 2017 

 

Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of Heaven 

 
Jesus said, “For I say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 KJV.  
 
What is Jesus saying here? There can be no doubt that the scribes and Pharisees were zealous to keep 
God’s Law, the 10 Commandments. Jesus plainly declared here that our righteousness must exceed 
theirs! This statement by Jesus clearly shows the idea that the commandments mentioned in Matthew 
5:17-20 are the 10 Commandments. How do we know this? Because the scribes and Pharisees believed 
that you should keep the Law and they endeavored to keep it. Did Jesus say that the scribes or 
Pharisees were wrong in trying to keep God’s Law or 10 Commandments? No. Why did Jesus say that 
our righteousness MUST exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees in order to be able to 
enter the kingdom of Heaven? Because it is true. Jesus said this because the scribes and Pharisees were 
trying to keep the 10 Commandments in their own strength, which is impossible. The scribes and 
Pharisees made a pretense of keeping the 10 Commandments, but were unable to do so since they 
did not have a vital connection with God (even though they probably thought they were keeping His 
commandments). You can never keep God’s commandments, unless you love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and all your mind, and all your soul, and love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:35-40. 
To outward appearance they might have appeared to keep them, but God looks not at the outside, He 
looks at the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 
outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. You blind 
Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean 
also.” Matthew 23:25-26 NASB. You must allow God to clean the inside of your heart - to help you not 
be a hypocrite - if you want your righteousness to exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees - if you 
ever wish to enter the kingdom of Heaven. It is not an easy thing to be a “scribe” or a Pharisee; a 
person has to work full time at it, and be very zealous to keep the Law, being weighed down with guilt 
and self-righteousness, resisting the Holy Spirit’s plea for them to make the changes that God wants 
them to make, never knowing or forgetting how sweet it is to be totally right with God and clean before 
Him, with the peace and joy of knowing that your life pleases Him. If this is your case, your 
righteousness does not exceed that of the scribes or the Pharisees. These zealous efforts to be good are 
never good enough and never will be, because they fall infinitely short of God’s desire for us to have 
His PERFECT righteousness! No one can ever be saved, unless their righteousness exceeds that of the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees! No one can ever be saved, unless they have Christ’s 
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righteousness. The best that you can do is useless to gain eternal life; you must have more than you 
can ever do in your own power and strength, and skill and will. 
 
A corrupt, impure, or a self-righteous heart can never fulfill the requirements of the Law, or know the 
joy of having a heart full of love for God and their fellow man, unless they repent; for love is the 
fulfillment of the law. Romans 13:10. A self-righteous heart does not know peace, because it is not clean 
before God. The scribes and Pharisees tried their best to keep God’s Law, and prided themselves on 
keeping it, but Jesus said that their righteousness was not good enough to enter the kingdom of 
Heaven.  
 
When Jesus says that your righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, He is stating the 
truth. But how is this possible? You in your own desire and willpower cannot keep God’s Law of Love, 
though it might appear that you can to yourself and others. But only God is good. Matthew 19:17; Mark 
10:18. But (as Jesus said) if you want to be saved, your righteousness must exceed that of the scribes 
and Pharisees. The only way your righteousness can exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, and to 
be good, is if you let God clean the inside of your cup first. If you want the inside of your cup to be 
clean, you must allow Him to not only forgive your sins, but to cleanse you from all unrighteousness. 1 
John 1:9. And you need to cooperate with Him and do everything He asks willingly. If you are not there 
yet, you can pray to God: ‘Have mercy on me a sinner, help me to be willing and help me to keep your 
Law.’  And He will hear your prayer and grant it if you mean it. The only way your righteousness can 
exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, is if you let God make you good! If you really know God, you 
cannot help but be good, because He will help you be good. This is because only God is good.  
 
We know there are some saying that we don’t have to keep God’s 10 Commandments, that Jesus did 
everything for us on the cross, but the Bible says otherwise. We are not saying that our efforts to keep 
the 10 Commandments will save us, no not at all! We are saying that if we have God’s saving love 
dwelling in our heart, in the presence of the Holy Spirit, we would always want to keep the 10 
Commandments or be sorry when we break them. The tempter has far too long kept this argument to 
two sides that are both wrong! Did you catch that? Both of the sides, on the left and on the right, are 
wrong to a certain degree, even though there is some truth to what many of them believe. In general, 
there are a lot of people wrong on this subject. We say this, because some Christians tend to say that we 
cannot keep God’s Law, and thus should not concern ourselves with it at all since we are ‘saved by 
grace’, some of them even going as far as implying or saying that you are doing something wrong to 
even try to keep God’s Law. I.e. it is a sin to be good and it is good to sin. (They will probably deny this 
belief if you discuss the end result of their belief with them.) “Woe to those who call evil good, and 
good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter!” Isaiah 5:20 NASB. And there are Christians who are very zealous for keeping the 
Law, yet are not keeping it perfectly, although they think they are. But they are failing to keep God’s law, 
which they claim to keep. Their pretense of righteousness does not please God. But if they have 
confessed their sins to Him and asked for His help to keep His Law, this will please Him. But they have no 
room for pride over their erring brothers and sisters, if they themselves are also breaking His Law in 
thought, word or deed in any way! In the end, anyone who has not confessed their sins and yielded 
themselves completely to God, cannot keep all of His law of love, for they will be breaking the first 
commandment to have no other God’s before Him at the very least, and do not love the Lord their God 
with all of their heart, all their mind, and all their soul. Exodus 20:2; Matthew 22:37-38. God requires His 
Laws and commandments to be kept perfectly in thought, word and in action at all times, something 
that is humanly impossible! We are not saying here that God cannot forgive sinners who have broken 
His Law.  
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We must always keep in mind that God’s thoughts and ways are way above man’s ideas and ability. 
Listen to what God revealed through the prophet Isaiah: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9 KJV. Man’s ideas on 
whether he is keeping God’s Law or not, and his ability of keeping it are completely inadequate, unless he 
knows the whole truth of it and has God’s divine aid. Whenever someone is making the claim of keeping 
God’s Law, if they lose their temper, say bad things about others behind their back, or say hurtful things 
to them, or do not love God supremely or do not love their neighbor as themselves, then they most 
certainly do not have the right spirit and are breaking God’s Law, regardless of their claim, because ‘love 
is the fulfillment of the Law.’ Romans 13:10. 
 
Some people appear to think that if they believe the truth and endeavor to keep it and promote it to 
others, or if they point out the sins and defects of others that this makes them good, but it does not! 
Some Christian’s believe and teach a lot of the truth, but have omitted the weightier matters of the Law 
like love and mercy, and have no ability of keeping God’s Law, because they do not have a vital 
connection with God. Jesus said, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” Matthew 23:23 KJV.  
 
And others think that there is no reason to even try to be good, or worry whether they are good or 
not, because they believe that they are only saved by grace and are not actually required by God to 
obey Him. But unless the liberal’s righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, i.e. unless 
their righteousness exceeds that of the conservatives, they cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven either. 
Did you catch that? No one is excused from obeying all of God’s Law or 10 Commandments. No one is 
excused from loving the Lord their God with all their heart, and with all of their mind and with all of 
their soul, or from loving their neighbor as themselves. Any who do not allow God to help them be 
good will eventually be weighed in the balance and found wanting. Daniel 5:27. 
 
If you have a problem with what we are saying here in this article, these are not our words but Jesus’ 
words that were stated in Matthew 5:20. 
 
Nothing but God’s perfect righteousness is ever acceptable to Him. So you find the truth that whether 
you are a religious conservative or a liberal, that unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven. Do you doubt the main premise of this 
article? Then consider well what Jesus said here: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48 KJV. If Jesus told you to do something, then it must be true. God 
cannot lie. Hebrews 6:18. Jesus the Son of God cannot lie either. (Jesus came to reveal the will of the 
Father to mankind.) Since Jesus said that you were to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect, 
there must be a way for you to do it. To get perfection, you must get Christ’s righteousness, which you 
can only gain by faith. Romans 3:22. We find that this statement by Jesus in Matthew 5:48 is in perfect 
harmony with His other statement in Matthew 5:20, in fact, they are in the same chapter! God has 
made provision for you, so you do not have to live in the flesh, and can have His righteousness! See 
Romans 8:5-17. 
 
How did these lies or half-truths on the left and on the right ever become acceptable to ‘God’s 
people’? Because they allowed this to be, and because they haven’t challenged the idea enough that it 
doesn’t matter what you do, or the idea that it only matters what you believe, or you are OK if it looks 
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like you are keeping God’s Law, and that you don’t have to actually live a righteous life or have love and 
kindness for others, that your intention to keep His Law is enough, even though the Bible plainly states 
otherwise. But Jesus said that you must be born again by the water and by the Spirit to be able to 
enter the kingdom of Heaven, John 3:3, 5. And that no good tree can bear bad fruit, and no bad tree 
can bear good fruit. Jesus said: “Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye 
shall know them.” Matthew 7:16-20 KJV. So just believe what Jesus said. We are not trying to make you 
feel bad or to wound any; our desire is that regardless of what your problems are that you would turn to 
God for help and live, so that you get the help you need to be happy and be at peace. If you are 
unaware of the problems on the left or on the right (if any of these are your problems) you will be 
unable to get the peace, love, joy, faith and hope that you need to thrive spiritually and to withstand 
the trials that are ahead as this world’s history draws to a close. 
 
So what do you do if you know you are not where you should be spiritually? Regardless of whether 
you fall on the left or on the right, the solution in both cases is the same. If you have been in either one 
of these groups (many of us have been in one or both of these groups in at least one point in our life) if 
you confess your sins, yield yourself completely to God, and learn to fully love Him, you will find it an easy 
thing to make the changes that He wants you to make. Did you hear that right: it is an ‘easy thing to 
make the changes that He wants you to make’? Yes you did hear that right! While it is an impossible 
thing to be good by yourself, if you know God and really love Him, it will be the most easy and natural 
thing in the world for you to be good, providing you keep abiding in His love for you. But wait not for 
tomorrow or for a convenient season to approach His throne of grace to obtain this help and mercy in 
time of need. Acts 24:5; Hebrews 4:16. God is even now waiting for you to completely return to Him 
and seek after Him with all your heart, then you will be found by Him. Deuteronomy 4:29; Jeremiah 
29:11-13.  
 
We wish someone had taught us the wonderful truth many years ago that God would give us the 
power to live a righteous life, if we would yield our heart completely to Him and let Him help us, then 
we wouldn’t have had to waste so much of our life; that He wants to fill us with His precious Holy 
Spirit to help us obey Him, and that we don’t have to go it alone. He will indeed supply all of our needs. 
Philippians 4:19. This is how our righteousness can exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. 
Why is this a wonderful truth? Because God has placed in everyone’s heart the desire to be good, and 
they can never be truly happy until they allow God to help them be good. Whenever God asks you to do 
something, He always provides a way for you to do it! This message is the righteousness by faith 
doctrine of the Bible. See Genesis 15:6; Romans 1:17; 3:22,25; 4:1-23; Galatians 5:5; Philippians 3:9; 
Hebrews 11. It is a joy to love and serve God and keep His commandments, which only He can give us the 
ability of doing. God is even now longing to help everyone have His righteousness and bear good fruit 
for Him, if only they would accept His help and yield fully to Him.  
 
Dear reader, there is no reason to try to live with the righteousness of your own filthy rags, because you 
are trying so hard to keep God’s Law of Love (the 10 Commandments), or the righteousness of your own 
filthy rags when you are not right with God, because you don’t think that you need to concern yourself 
with keeping God’s Law or living a Holy life for Him. Isaiah 64:6. There is no reason to not have the 
assurance of your salvation right now, and no reason to not have the strength or the will to obey God, 
or to not have the forgiveness of all of your sins. Wait not a precious moment. There is no reason to 
wait, you can have this peace right now! There is nothing to be gained by trying to save yourself, 
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because you cannot. There is nothing to be gained by the constant round of sinning and confessing with 
no way out, addictions, and thinking that you are clear with God without having to yield to Him all-the-
way; nothing to be gained, and everything to lose. Jesus bore all of your sins on the cross for you, oh 
sinner, there is no reason to try to do it yourself. He will help you to be righteous for your Heavenly 
Father, to remove the shame of your sins and free you from your addictions (John 8:36), if you will 
have His help and yield to His loving heart. This is our prayer for you, dear reader. Amen.  
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