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Saturday, January 27, 2018 

 

God Gives Grace to the Humble 
 

“But He [God] gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, ‘GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES 

GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.’” James 4:6 NASB. 

 

What does it mean when James says God ‘gives grace to the humble’? Let us look at what it means.  

 

The book of Psalms declares: “The humble have seen it and are glad; you who seek God, let your heart 

revive. For the LORD hears the needy and does not despise His who are prisoners.” Psalm 69:32-33 

NASB. Evidently it must be important, because it says here that God hears the prayers of the needy, and 

of the prisoners who are His who cry for His help. Those who are saved cry to God for help, this is their 

secret! “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God for help; He heard my voice out of 

His temple, and my cry for help before Him came into His ears.” Psalm 18:6 NASB. Do you want God to 

hear your prayers dear reader? This is so important! Then cry to Him for help. Many come to God in 

prayer with a list of things they want from God, but have they asked Him for help or confessed all of 

their sins to Him? Those who want God’s grace and mercy must first cry to Him for help; those who 

don’t cry to Him for help will probably not get helped, whether they prayed or not. What would you cry 

to Him about for help? If your problems are overwhelming you, if you have an addiction or something 

you do over and over that you know that you should stop doing. Or if you don’t feel like you are saved or 

good enough to be saved, or your sins keep coming up in your mind over and over again and you are 

weary of it all? Do you want that sweet peace, wonderful peace, and want the assurance of your 

salvation? Do you know that you are bad and have done wrong; where can you get relief? Then call 

upon the name of the Lord, cry out to Him for help and He will always hear you! Jesus said, “Come unto 

me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 

me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 KJV. If you will just come to Jesus and tell Him all of your 

troubles, He will give you rest. Is that what you want, rest? Then cry out to the Father in Jesus’ name, 

and He will hear your prayer! Just confess your sins to Him. If you find that you are in need, tarry there 

awhile with Jesus in the quite of your own ‘prayer closet’, which is any quiet private place free from the 

noise and clamor of this world, perhaps in nature or in a quiet room by yourself, wherever you can 

find some quiet time with Jesus, He loves you! Matthew 6:6. And He will give you rest. For His burden is 

light, and His yoke is easy, it is much easier than that yoke of guilt and sins and addictions that keep 

dragging you down! His yoke is easy, because it is a yoke based on love. It is something you shouldn’t 
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mind, because it will give you peace and bring you much love and joy, if you will continue to tarry with 

Jesus awhile in prayer and Bible study, meditating on God’s rich promises to save and bless you.  

 

Listen now to Moses’ account of God leading the children of Israel in the wilderness for 40 years, after 

leading them out of Egypt where they were slaves: "You shall remember all the way which the LORD 

your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to 

know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. He humbled you 

and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that 

He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that 

proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell 

these forty years. Thus you are to know in your heart that the LORD your God was disciplining you just 

as a man disciplines his son.” Deuteronomy 8:2-5 NASB. In the same way as God disciplined the children 

of Israel as they made their way to the Promised Land, Canaan, God will also discipline you on your way 

to the Heavenly Canaan, the Promised Land, if you will just let Him do it for you, and not chafe under His 

kind hand. God will help you to be humble if you will just let Him. You may be proud now, and not know 

how you can get His grace for yourself for all of your past sins and failures, but if you will just let Him 

help you, and allow the discipline He gives you to work His will in your life through the trials you go 

through, He will help you to humble yourself before Him, so that you may receive His grace. Because 

God gives grace to the humble, which is for those who allow Him to humble them. 

 

When does God give grace to the humble? When they cry out to Him for help, and only then. If you are 

satisfied with your life the way it is, or want to handle your burdens and problems by yourself, or in your 

own way, or just want to do your own thing, you will not find any rest or peace. It is not within any 

man’s or woman’s ability to be able to direct their own paths, or solve their own problems without 

the aid of God and have it turn out good. Whenever anyone attempts this, it is self-righteousness. Self-

righteousness always leads to death, but crying out to God for help and confessing your sins to Him leads 

to life – eternal life. When the Lord sends the needed help, the humble will see it and be glad. The 

humble cry to Him for help. If you will humble yourself before God and cry out to Him in prayer, your 

heart will see His salvation and be glad! Is that what you want? Then read on!  

 

“It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.” 

Lamentations 3:26 KJV. “Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my 

salvation: my God will hear me. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; 

when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.” Micah 7:7-8 KJV.  

 

So what are you waiting for? Cry out to Him for help now, so you can start to get your salvation! When 

you see your need of Him and what He wants to do for you, and decide to yield your pride to Him and 

confess your sins and cry out to Him for help, He will surely save you and give you His grace!   

 

Being humble is the same thing or similar to being meek or gentle. Jesus said, “Blessed are the gentle, 

for they shall inherit the earth.” Matthew 5:5 NASB. The King James has this as: “Blessed are the meek: 

for they shall inherit the earth.” Matthew 5:5 KJV. This reminds us of a psalm David wrote: “Cease from 

anger and forsake wrath; do not fret; it leads only to evildoing. For evildoers will be cut off, but those 

who wait for the LORD, they will inherit the land. Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more; 
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and you will look carefully for his place and he will not be there. But the humble will inherit the land and 

will delight themselves in abundant prosperity.” Psalm 37:8-11 NASB. What is David talking about here? 

Those who humble their pride and allow God to take care of them, will inherit the land, and delight 

themselves in abundant prosperity. Has this fully happened yet here on this Earth? No. For the most 

part the world looks up to those who are the strong, the wealthy, the powerful, the famous, the 

infamous, the most beautiful, the smartest, the greediest, the wickedest, etc. While some of these are 

not necessarily wrong in themselves the others are, but they are often accompanied with great pride 

and wrongdoing, while the needs of the poor in this world’s goods or the poor in spirit are looked down 

on or trampled on. The ruler of this world, the prince of the air, has given the things the world values to 

those whom he controls. John 12:30-31; 14:30; 16:11. Matthew 4:8-11; Luke 4:5-8; Ephesians 2:2. So if 

the meek haven’t inherited the earth yet, when will it happen that the gentle, the meek, and the 

humble will inherit the land? Jesus is quite clear here that the meek will eventually inherit the earth as 

He promised!  

 

Jesus declared: ‘Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall 

not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the 

same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’ Matthew 18:3-4 KJV. This is just as true today as when Jesus 

spoke this 2000+ years ago. Jesus said that you must be converted and become as a little child, if you 

would enter the kingdom of Heaven, which means to love and obey your Father in Heaven, as little 

children are to love and obey their earthly fathers. But you cannot do this, unless you first humble 

yourself before God in prayer.  

 

So when will the meek and humble inherit the earth? The prophet Isaiah gives us a clue when he 

writes: “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 

and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.” Isaiah 11:6 KJV. You can 

equate this child leading the wolf, the lamb, the leopard and the kid (goat or sheep lamb) with what 

Jesus said, when He said that unless you become as little children you shall never enter the kingdom of 

Heaven, as He stated in our text above in Matthew 18. It is only someone who has humbled themselves 

as a little child who will make it there and lead the wolf and the lamb, the leopard and the kid in Heaven. 

Read this whole prophecy in Isaiah 11:1-9, especially verse 9: “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 

holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” 

Isaiah 11:9 KJV. Isaiah declares here that this will take place when their will be no more death and no 

more hurt on God’s holy mountain, when the knowledge of God will cover the earth, as the waters cover 

the sea. Has the knowledge of God yet covered the earth as the waters cover the sea, with no 

disagreement among all mankind, and has all hurt, killing and death stopped? No. Clearly this will take 

place only in Heaven. It says in Psalms, talking about this day in Heaven, after all the wicked are 

destroyed, “The LORD is King forever and ever; nations have perished from His land. O LORD, You have 

heard the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear to vindicate the 

orphan and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror.” Psalm 10:16-18 

NASB. This is when the humble shall inherit the Earth, after all of the wicked have been destroyed by 

Him. This is all done by the grace of God, no one will deserve to be there. Therefore let us praise His 

wonderful name and pray that we all will be there, with as many of our loved ones as possible, inviting 

as many as we can to also go there with us.  
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Note the message that John gives us from God in Revelation talking about that great day in the future 

in Heaven, when the meek shall inherit the earth: “And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 

‘What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?’ And I said unto him, ‘Sir, 

thou knowest.’ And he said to me, ‘These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 

washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 

throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 

among them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 

nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 

unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.’” Revelation 7:13-17 

KJV. Talk about the perfect security blanket! How can anyone go wrong, if they will just follow the 

Lamb where ever He goes? Revelation 14:4. He will dwell with them forever, and feed them and quench 

their thirst from the river of life that flows endlessly from the throne of God! And nothing shall hurt or 

destroy them on God’s holy mountain, for the former things of this world are passed away, when all 

wickedness is gone forever.  

 

Let us now sing God’s praises as we contemplate that great day in Heaven, when the meek will inherit 

the earth: “He [God] has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in 

the thoughts of their heart. He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who 

were humble. HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; and sent away the rich empty-

handed.” Luke 1:51-53 NASB. Do you hunger and thirst after righteousness? Then you shall be filled! 

Matthew 5:6. It says here in our passage in Luke 1 that God will fill the hungry with good things, but will 

send those who are rich away empty handed. Those who think that they are rich, who don’t see their 

need of God, will be sent away into the outer darkness where there will be weeping, wailing and 

gnashing of teeth. Matthew 13:36-43, 49-50. 

 

Have you been on a journey too with God like the children of Israel were in their wanderings on their 

way towards the Promised Land? Have you had ups and downs in your struggles? Have you ever found 

it hard to say you were wrong to someone, or to give up something you wanted to get or to do that you 

know that God was asking you to stop doing or to give up? Did you have bad feelings towards someone, 

or feel bad for something you said or did and struggle with it? Did you get peace? Don’t give up, there is 

still hope! Has God been shaping your life, putting you through trials? Take courage! If you will allow 

God to mold and shape you, if you will cry out to Him for help, and will allow Him to humble you, all of 

these blessings He has promised will be yours! You can yet gain the blessings of eternal life, when the 

meek shall inherit the earth, because God will give you a greater grace, if you will allow Him to help you! 

Amen. Just allow Him to mold you and shape you. 
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So don’t be proud, humble yourself before God now in prayer: 

 

Prayer is a song we all can sing, 

A light that the blind can see, 

Prayer is a gift the poor can bring, 

However poor they'd be. 

 

Prayer is a star that lights the way 

For those who are in despair, 

And when your heart kneels down to pray, 

God will hear your prayer. 
* From the song Prayer, by Alfred Bryan and Edward Lisbona. 

 

Do you want God to hear your prayer? Then kneel your heart before Him in prayer, then He will hear 

your prayer. This means give your heart to Him in prayer as my wife said, when I read the lyrics of this 

song to her and pointed out those last two lines of it to her. I didn’t catch the meaning of those last 

two lines when I first heard this song, or when I first read these lyrics, but I eventually saw that it was 

not saying that we should bow our knees in prayer, but our hearts. But it is true when you give your 

heart to God, that you can be sure He has heard your prayer! For God gives a greater grace to the 

humble, i.e. those who will humble themselves before Him. He will show them His rich mercy! But 

those who will not give their heart to Him at all will not be helped. 

 

Yes God gives a greater grace and mercy to the humble and they shall inherit the Heavenly Canaan, 

the Land which is fairer than day, the kingdom of Heaven!  

 

“And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; 
the first things have passed away.’ And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all 
things new.’ And He said, ‘Write, for these words are faithful and true.’ Then He said to me, ‘It 
is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who 
thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. He who overcomes will inherit these 
things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.’” Revelation 21:2-7 NASB.   

 

May the grace of God be with you, may you follow the Lamb of God wherever He goes, as He leads 

you to Heaven’s peaceful shore! So cry out to Him now for help that this may be your story. Amen.  

 

 

Final Meditation, from a Psalm of David: 
“Make me know Your ways, O LORD;  
Teach me Your paths.  
Lead me in Your truth and teach me,  
For You are the God of my salvation;  
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For You I wait all the day.  
Remember, O LORD,  
Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses,  
For they have been from of old.  
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  
According to Your lovingkindness remember me,  
For Your goodness' sake, O LORD.  
Good and upright is the LORD;  
Therefore He instructs sinners in the way.  
He leads the humble in justice,  
And He teaches the humble His way.  
All the paths of the LORD are lovingkindness and truth  
to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.  
For Your name's sake, O LORD,  
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great. 
Who is the man who fears the LORD?  
He will instruct him in the way he should choose.  
His soul will abide in prosperity, and  
his descendants will inherit the land.  
The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him,  
And He will make them know His covenant.  
My eyes are continually toward the LORD,  
For He will pluck my feet out of the net.” 
Psalms 25:4-15 NASB.  
See also Psalms 34:1-8. 

 
The song Prayer that we quoted part of above lyrics can be found at: 
https://genius.com/Eddy-arnold-prayer-lyrics  

http://hebronum.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/May-June-2017.pdf . This pdf file contains both verses, 

search for ‘Prayer is a song we all can sing’. If you can ever get to hear this wonderful song as sung by George 

Beverly Shae, listen to it over and over until the songs sticks in your head and you get what the song is saying. 

https://www.discogs.com/George-Beverly-Shea-An-Evening-Prayer-Favorite-Hymns-For-The-Days-

End/release/1853967 . This link has the album with this song on it track B1. 

https://www.bear-family.com/shea-george-beverly-i-d-rather-have-jesus-2-cd.html . This cd has it I think. 

 

An Evening of Prayer: (Sung by George Beverly Shae): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjJny81DzGs&index=12&list=PL2849A9BCA49E7150 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbfFoxGtNm0  

Did You Think to Pray? (Sung by George Beverly Shae): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiHIfqhGfc8&index=14&list=PL2849A9BCA49E7150 

The Prayer Perfect (Sung by George Beverly Shae): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTAz9dSXR_w 
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