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Saturday, Sept 19, 2020 

The Kingdom of God Consists Not in Words But in Power! (Concise) 
 

Listen to what the apostle Paul says here: 

 

“But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who 

are arrogant, but their power. For the kingdom of God does not consist in words, but in 

power.” 1 Corinthians 4:19-20 NASB. 

 

Paul here was addressing a class of people among the Corinthian believers who were arrogant. 1 

Corinthians 4:18. Evidently some people were causing problems in the Church, who were living without 

the power of God in their lives. Sound familiar? This problem and the solution addressed by Paul here is 

largely the same problem that we have today, and his solution is the same that is needed today. Let’s 

explore this concept further that Paul is trying to teach the Church. Yes, his counsel is for our day too, 

not just for the Corinthian church of his day.  

 

Do you want God’s power in your life to help you be good and His gifts to serve Him 

with?  
Do you want the assurance of your salvation? Then get His power in your life. 

 

Do you want to have sweet communion with Him every day? Do you want Him to take the shame of 

your sins away and give you the power to live a righteous life? Are you tired of the endless round of 

sinning and bad habits? Do you want a new life with Him? The kingdom of God consists not in mere 

words but in power. The power of Love. The power to be good. The power to live a good Christian life. 

Do you want this power? 

 

A large portion of people in Christianity today are without power.  
Some try to excuse their lack, their sins, or say that it doesn’t matter since we are saved by grace (some 

of these may think that they have this power since they are ‘saved’). And there is another class who say 

they believe in obeying God, but they appear to lack the power to obey Him, though they might think 

that they are, but are only doing so from outward appearance. Many of these lack the ability of being 

kind, loving and merciful to others. Both of these groups are lacking the love, joy, peace, faith and 

hope and the power promised by God to all who believe. Jesus said in John 3:3, 5 that all must be born 
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again to be able to enter the kingdom of God. But the kingdom of God consists not in words, but in 

Power, as Paul spoke above in 1 Corinthians 4:20. But not all want this power, “For the preaching of the 

cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” 1 

Corinthians 1:18 KJV.  

 

Do you want this power?  
Are you being saved day-by-day? Do you have the power of God in your life? Do you want this power? 

 

Do you want to personally experience the power of the Holy Spirit in your life like the early Christians 

did in the book of Acts? The Holy Spirit has been promised to you forever by Jesus and His Father (John 

14:16), if you believe in Jesus (John 3:16-17), want to love and obey Him, and would seek this life from 

Him, the ‘Pearl of Great Price’. Matthew 13:46.  

 

God is willing to give you new life with Him, with the power of the Holy Spirit if you meet the 

conditions. Yes, there are conditions. You must ask for it (or want it very much). Luke 11:13. You must 

hunger and thirst for it. Matthew 5:6. You must obey God (or want to obey Him). Acts 5:32. You must 

believe in Jesus for your salvation. John 3:16-17. You must have the Son of God. 1 John 5:12. You must 

confess your sins and believe that you have been forgiven and cleansed from all unrighteousness. 1 

John 1:9. You must search for this ‘Pearl of Great Price’. Matthew 13:46. You must allow God to make 

you meek. Matthew 5:5. You must forgive others. Matthew 6:12. You must be merciful to others. 

Matthew 5:7. You must allow God to make you pure in heart. Matthew 5:8. These texts are stating what 

is needed to receive salvation and the blessings of God in their fullness. This is the Gospel message that 

was taught by Jesus and His disciples. These are the most wonderful truths that you could ever learn, 

they will give you life, love, joy, faith, hope and eternal happiness. Is that what you want? 

 

See also: John 8:42, 13:34,35; 15:12,17; 14:15, 15, 27; 15:9; 17:23; 1 John 3:23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2:3-

6; 4:20-21; Luke 14:26-27, 33. 

 

Are you tired of living a lukewarm Christian life?  
Then you need God’s power!  

 

Has your love for God or others grown cold or dim? Then you need God’s power. In Revelation 3:15-16, 

Jesus warns His people that He will spew them out of His mouth, unless they see their need of Him, 

repent and yield to Him all the way. This is a very serious condition that many of God’s people are in 

today! Those who do not listen to Jesus and see their need of Him and repent will be spewed out of His 

mouth and be lost. There needs to be a great change in a lot of Christians today. They have lost their 

first love of Jesus (or never had it), and need to get it back (or get it for the first time). The solution for 

all who are in this condition is to make a full confession to God in Jesus’ name for their sins, especially 

for being lukewarm and not putting Him first at all times. All who are lukewarm Christians should 

throw themselves on God’s mercy and ask Him to help them put Him first and love their neighbor as 

themselves, and stop dallying with the world!  

 

If you would like this power, you must confess all of your sins and humble your heart before God, ask 

for the Holy Spirit, and yield yourself totally to God. Always do what God has asked you to do and want 
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to do it. If you do not want to obey God in all things, or do not obey Him fully you cannot have the full 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. If there is any part of the Bible that God has impressed on you that you 

should follow that you are resisting Him on, ask Him to help you change. Ask God to be merciful to you 

a sinner, this is something He will be happy to do! You will need to work through these issues with Him, 

trusting Him and in much prayer. When you get to the point where the last thing that you have been 

putting Him off on or resisting Him on has been given to Him, you should see a wonderful change in your 

life! Sometimes you may want His help but are not all-the-way there yet, but if you will hang in there and 

ask Him to help you to obey Him, and then obey Him, He will give you peace, more joy and more power 

and more love.  

 

How long it takes for you to get the Holy Spirit in full depends on how soon you yield fully to Him and 

do all that He has asked you to do 100%. At a later date He may ask you to do more things, or make 

more changes, or to make something right with others. Always be willing to do everything He asks, 

pray for the ability of doing it and to be more willing. (This will shorten the time it takes for you to get 

this desired blessing from Him.) God will always help the penitent sinner who is genuinely asking for 

His help and willing to do what He asks, or to be made more willing. God gives His best gifts to those 

who love Him and are obedient to all of His wishes that He has revealed to them. He is mindful that you 

are but dust (Psalms 103:14), and doesn’t require more than you can bear (unless you have almost gone 

too far and are in eminent peril), but will always give you the help you need to do His bidding, if you 

want it and ask for it.  

 

Here are some promises for you to claim: 
“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 

not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide 

the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 NASB.  

 

‘the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation’ 2 Peter 2:9 NASB. 

 

“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 

of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him.” James 1:12 KJV.  

 

The Kingdom of Heaven and true Christianity consist not in words, but in power! It is time for all who 

are named a Christian to shed their powerless Christian life for the perfect righteousness of Christ, and 

finally receive power from God to live a good Christian life, not lacking in any of the fruits of the Spirit 

(Galatians 5:22-23). This is to be Christ-like: to be meek, humble, lowly, pure, Holy, full of peace, love, 

joy, faith, and hope: to be full of the Holy Spirit. This is my prayer for you dear reader! Amen! 
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